
Profile of the Hispanic community in Canada

Presented to:

Elvira Sánchez - Elizabeth Mahoney - Aurora 

Cando - Alisson Larrea - Susan McCrae -

Eduardo Garay - Félix Mora - Freddy Vélez –

Mauricio Ospina 



Presentation outlines

⧫ Method of calculating new Hispanic population count

⧫ Geographic information – where are the Hispanics?

⧫ Demographic information – who are the Hispanics?

⧫ Immigration information – place of birth, immigration 

status

⧫ Socio-economic information – profile of Hispanic 

population



New Hispanic count includes several ethno-

cultural characteristics

⧫ Using the characteristics defined by the Canadian Hispanic 

Congress to define “Hispanic”

➢ Ethnic origin - including among others: Spanish, Mexican, Chilean, 

Salvadorean, Peruvian.

➢ Mother tongue – Respondents who reported Spanish mother tongue 

were included in the new Hispanic count.

➢ Place of birth of respondent and place of birth of parents – including 

among other countries: Mexico, El Salvador, Chile, Colombia, Peru.

⧫ If respondents identified at least one of the Hispanic ethno-

cultural characteristics, they were included in the new 

Hispanic count

⧫ New count of Hispanics is 520,260 respondents who had at 

least one of the above ethno-cultural characteristics



Population pyramid of Hispanic and total 

population (graphic to come)



Nearly one-half of all Hispanics resided in 

Toronto or Montreal

Concentration of the Hispanic population in Canada
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Hispanic made up about two percent each of 

the population in Manitoba, Ontario and British 

Columbia

Hispanics as a proportion of the population
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Almost one-in 5 Hispanics were 2nd generation 

while the vast majority were 1st generation

Generational status for the population age 15 years and older
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Over half of the Hispanic population was foreign-

born

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census.

Immigrant status of population
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Majority of the Hispanic immigrants came in the 

last twenty years

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census.

Period of immigration among the immigrant population
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Like all other immigrants, majority of the Hispanic 

immigrants came before age 50, but a higher proportion of 

Hispanic immigrated before 10 years of age 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census.

Age of immigration for Hispanics and total immigrants
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El Salvador and Mexico are the leading countries of 

birth of Hispanic immigrants

Top countries of birth of Hispanic immigrants  

Total Hispanic immigrants 1990s Immigrants 

Number % Number % 

Total Immigrants 291,405 100.0 114,500 100.0 

Hispanic countries 227,580 78.1 93,375 81.6 

El Salvador 38,460 13.2 13,455 11.8 

Mexico 36,220 12.4 18,115 15.8 

Chile 24,495 8.4 5,640 4.9 

Peru 17,120 5.9 8,355 7.3 

Colombia 15,505 5.3 8,355 7.3 

Guatemala 13,680 4.7 6,360 5.6 

Argentina 12,015 4.1 4,200 3.7 

Ecuador 10,905 3.7 4,000 3.5 

Spain 10,275 3.5 1,255 1.1 

Nicaragua 9,380 3.2 4,510 3.9 

Other Hispanic countries 39,545 13.6 19,115 16.7 

Non-Hispanic countries 63,830 21.9 21,130 18.5 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census.



Vast majority of Hispanics could speak one of 

Canada’s official languages

Knowledge of an official language of the Hispanic population
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Almost six in 10 Hispanics were Catholic 

compared with four in 10 of the total 

population

Religions of the population
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Almost four in 10 Hispanics were never married 

and nearly half were legally married

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census

Legal marital status of the population age 15 years and older
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Hispanic men and women are more likely to be 

university educated than the total population

Highest level of education of the population age 15 years and older 
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Educational, recreational and counselling services was the 

most common field of study among university-educated 

men while Social sciences was most common for women

Major field of study among those with a 

university degree 
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Hispanic men and women had higher employment 

and participation rates than the total population but 

also had higher unemployment rates

Labour force characteristics of the population 
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Labour force characteristics of the population 
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Trades, transport and equipment operators most common 

occupation for Hispanic men while sales and service 

occupations was most common for Hispanic women

Top five occupations of the Hispanic population age 15 years and 

older
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Census

One in 10 Hispanics have total incomes of 

$50,000 or more in 2000

Total income groups of the population
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